





SUBMISSION ON PROPOSED DISTRICT PLAN CHANGE 77
CURTIS STREET BUSINESS AREA

The specific provisions of proposed District Plan Change 77 that relate to our
submission are as follows:

35.2.4.4

To ensure that the traffic generated by development and activity does not
impose significant adverse effects on local residential streets.

Opus International detail in their report that the road width in the vicinity of the
site is 6.2 m which is less than the desirable 7.2 m as Curtis Street is classified
as a Principal road. The traffic count in the report has little relevance for council
re-zoning, as it does not reflect the actual useage once the Kindercare site is
operational later this year. Kindercare is the adjacent neighbour to the site in
question and all activity surrounding it has a huge implications when
considering the re-zoning of the vacantland. It is also worth noting that the
average vehicle speed along various points of Curtis Street were above the 50kph
allowable.

In a summary Opus has determined that “approximately 100 additional trips can
be generated by the site before the performance of the Curtis St approach to
Chaytor St begins to deteriorate”. In a few months time that number of traffic
movements will be exceeded. Council granted full resource consent to
Kindercare to operate with 25 staff and 100 children. This will generate 50 staff
vehicle movements per day and potentially 200 parent vehicle movements in the
morning and 200 again in the evening. A total of 450 extra vehicle movements
on Curtis St during the weelk.

Before consent was granted to Kindercare, Council had their Principal Planner
for Transport Brendon Stone prepare a report which included the following “the
peripheral location of this poorly connected site | suggest lends itself to a smaller
child care operation of 70 pupils for which the proposed on-site and available
kerbside parking for staff and the drop off and piclk up of children would better
cope with the expected high demand from car bound pupils and staff. As an
aside, possible further development at the northern end of Old Karori Rd, as a
possible permitted activity in accordance with a new commercial land use
zoning, would likely only add to the issue of vehicular comings and goings and
on-street parking in this dead end street”.

His recommendation for a reduction in pupils and staff, was I believe mainly due
to the traffic and parking issue involved. This was REJECTED by the Council
commissioners. I submit that in a few months time the operation of this large
childcare centre will significantly impact on the surrounding roading network.
This needs to be appreciated by council when considering the re-zoning of the
site in question.



35.2.5.2

A significant increase in traffic that would be incompatible with the
capacity of adjoining roads and their function in the road hierarchy, or
would lead to unacceptable congestion.

The traffic movements associated with Kindercare alone will lead to
unacceptable congestion at peak times. Permitting retail activity on the site in
question will only further increase volumes on a narrow, curving road were
visibility for safe turning combined with high traffic speeds result in a potential
for accidents.

An on-street parking demand that extends into Residential Areas and/or
leads to unsatisfactory parking arrangements.

The site in question has a southern boundary that extends to the turn off from
Curtis St into Old Karori Rd, (i.e.) directly opposite the main entrance to
Kindercare. This section was often used by patrons of the Karori Garden Centre
when no angle parks were available. We submit that this will be used by parents
when no parks are available, forcing them to cross the road to get to the centre.
Any business or retail activity on the site in question will most certainly use the
Old Karori Rd as an access way and immediately this presents a traffic hazard,
both vehicle versus vehicle and vehicle versus human. Consent was granted for
unsatisfactory parking arrangements for Kindercare. Only 5 on-site parks are for
parents. The rest will have to park in an angle park outside and no doubt the
overflow will park across the street. Centre users will have to reverse out into on
coming traffic and turn in front of the new entrance to the business site to exit
0ld Karori Rd.

The creation of a Curtis St Business Area, no matter what conditions are putin
place, will result in what is currently a cul-de-sac being opened up for use for
cars, trucks, service vehicles etc, etc. This will mean large volumes of traffic
passing within metres of a busy childcare centre. Angle parking outside the
centre means cars have to reverse into on coming traffic. Council should have
public safety on the discussion list as potential for accidents are high when
children and toddlers are involved with on street pick up and drop off. This is
caused by inadequate on site parking that Council allowed despite warnings
from your own Transport Planner.

The creation of an unacceptable road safety risk.

We submit that the change of land use resulting in a cul-de-sac becoming an
access road will pose an unacceptable road safety risk for users of Kindercare
and close neighbours of the site. A commercial /retail development on this site
will generate traffic. Council granted consent to Kindercare that provided only
25 carparks for 125 users. 11 of those are kerbside angled parks. Clearly there is








