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2. Strategy 
 

 

SUBMISSION ON GOVERNMENT POLICY STATEMENT ON 

LAND TRANSPORT 2018/19-2027/28 
 
 

Purpose 

1. To seek the Committee’s approval of the submission on the Government Policy 
Statement on Land Transport 2018/19 - 2027/28 (the GPS 2018). 

2. Submissions were originally due to the Ministry of Transport by 2 May 2018, however 
because that did not allow time for this Committee to consider and agree the 
submission, an extension for the final submission granted with a placeholder 
submission (Attachment 1) required by 2 May 2018.  

3. The final submission is due to the Ministry of Transport by 5pm, 10 May 2018. 

Summary 

4. The Government issued a revised GPS on 3 April 2018.  The GPS 2018 sets out the 
Government’s strategy for land transport investment over the next 10 years.  It 
influences decisions about how the National Land Transport Fund will be invested. 

5. The GPS 2018 has four priorities: safety, access, environmental sustainability and 
value for money; and three themes: a mode-neutral approach to planning, integrating 
land use and planning, and incorporating technology and innovation into design and 
delivery.  Resilience is a key component of the access priority. 

6. The full consultation document is available here: https://www.transport.govt.nz/multi-
modal/keystrategiesandplans/gpsonlandtransportfunding/  

7. The Council submitted on the initial draft in 2017, recommending a number of 
amendments. 

8. The submission supports the GPS 2018 and notes the Council is pleased to see that 
the direction aligns closely with our own transport and city-shaping programmes, e.g. 
Our City Tomorrow, Let’s Get Wellington Moving, the National Policy Statement on 
Urban Development Capacity, draft Housing Strategy, and reviews of our District Plan 
and Urban Growth Plan.   

9. Council’s 2017 recommendations incorporated into the GPS 2018 include: 

 Giving environmental sustainability, resilience and liveability of cities greater 
focus. 

 A sharper, detailed focus on resilience to further highlight how transport 
infrastructure can be improved to become more resilient.  Elevating 
environmental sustainability to a priority helps ensure environmental impacts of 
options and decisions are an integral consideration. 

10. A number of recommendations and clarifications are sought now: 

 Recommend Wellington is included in considerations for safety improvements to 
reduce blockages and delays to businesses, residents and visitors, caused by 
crashes in the city. 

 To assist achievement of the outcomes in the GPS 2018, the Council suggests 
that the Government could reconsider the decision not to introduce any additional 

https://www.transport.govt.nz/multi-modal/keystrategiesandplans/gpsonlandtransportfunding/
https://www.transport.govt.nz/multi-modal/keystrategiesandplans/gpsonlandtransportfunding/
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regional fuel taxes this Parliamentary term, and keep under consideration other 
measures to influence behaviour change such as long stay parking. 

 Seek clarification that identification of Wellington as a high growth urban area in 

the Infrastructure Assessment Framework will be carried over to the Housing 

Infrastructure Fund. 

 Recommend the Petone to Grenada Link road be considered a priority project, 

seek confirmation it will be constructed, and that projects in the region, such as 

the Cross Valley Link from Seaview to State Highway 2, and the Wellington 

regional accelerated resilience project are funded.   

 Strongly support introduction of a specific activity class for resilience to 

encourage and enable focussed investment in this area. 

 Request clarification that there will be a continuation of the Urban Cycleways 

Programme, and if not whether the financial assistance rate will be increased 

accordingly.   

11. Officers propose further amendments to the placeholder draft: 

 Paragraph 21: to note the Council expects LGWM will shortly recommend an 
integrated multi-modal programme including consideration of mass transit, that 
seeks a step change in transport servicing the city, and this programme will be 
aligned with the priorities of the GPS. 

 Petone to Grenada section (paras 36-37): refer to ‘greater provision of 
sustainable and higher capacity housing provision’ and emphasise how this is an 
integrated transport and urban design approach, with linkages to public transport, 
and active sustainable modes of transport.  

 Tourism section (at para 42): Expand this section by referring to the potential for 
mass transit to unlock and connect a number of destinations and locations in the 
city and region.  

 Strategic Priority: Environmental Sustainability (at paras 38-39): to expand this 
section and note the Council’s strong support for the objective to have ‘a land 
transport system that reduces the adverse effects on the climate, local 
environment and public health.’  

 
 

Recommendations 

That the City Strategy Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Agree to incorporate the amendments in paragraph 11 into the draft submission on 
Government Policy Statement on Land Transport 2018/19-2017/18. 

3. Approve the draft submission on Government Policy Statement on Land Transport 
2018/19-2017/18, subject to any amendments agreed by the Committee. 

4. Delegate to the Chief Executive, Transport Strategy and Operations, Public Transport 
Cycling and Walking, Infrastructure, and Urban Development Portfolio Leaders the 
authority to amend the submission as per any proposed amendments agreed by the 
Committee at this meeting, and any minor consequential edits, prior to it being sent. 
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Background 

12. The GPS:  

“influences decisions on how money for the National Land Transport Fund will be invested 
across activity classes, such as state highways and public transport.  It also guides the NZ 
Transport Agency and local government on the type of activities that should be included in 
Regional land Transport Plans and the National Land Transport Programme. 

It also guides the NZ Transport Agency and local government on the type of activities that 
should be included in Regional Land Transport Plans and the National Land Transport 
Programme.” (GPS 2018 Consultation Document, page 3)  

 

Options 

13. The Committee could decide: 

 To agree the submission; or 

 To agree the submission with amendments agreed by the Committee. 
 

Next Actions 

14. Any amendments to the submission agreed by the Councillors will be incorporated and 
the document finalised as per recommendation 3 in order to meet the 10 May 2018 
deadline. 

 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. WCC draft submission on GPS Land Transport 2018 ⇩   Page 7 
  
 

Author Carolyn Dick, Principal Advisor  
Authoriser Baz Kaufman, Manager Strategy 

David Chick, Chief City Planner  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

Engagement and Consultation: There is no requirement to consult on this submission.  

Officers in the relevant business units have contributed to this submission.   
 

Treaty of Waitangi considerations: None from this submission. 
 

Financial implications: The financial implications of proposals in GPS 2018 are included in 

the submission. 
 

Policy and legislative implications: The submission includes the implications for the Council 

from proposed or potential policy decisions under the GPS 2018.   
 

Risks / legal: Risks to Council from proposed or potential policy decisions under the GPS 

2018 are outlined in the submission. 
 

Climate Change impact and considerations: None from this submission. 
 

Communications Plan: The Council’s agreed submission will be delivered to the Ministry of 

Transport by 5pm, 10 May 2018. 
 

Health and Safety Impact considered: None from this submission. 
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